Struggling With Sin? Good! 



But I see another law in my members, warring against 




the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the 
law of sin which is in my members. O wretched man that 
I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? 
I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with 
the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the 



/ 



flesh the law of sin. 



Romans 7:23-25 (KJV) □ 



One of the concepts that some Christians have difficulty accepting is £sL 
that we remain sinners after choosing to follow Christ. The price that 

Christ paid for us on the cross did not render us sinless, we still inhabit these mortal bodies. What Christ did was 
pay the penalty, not remove our guilt. Yes, we are saints, but a saint is simply a sinner saved by grace. Grace is 
undeserved favor. It is undeserved because we remain guilty of sin. 

For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. 
James 2:10 (KJV)© 

This verse is very hard for our wicked hearts to accept. We are so naturally inclined to compare ourselves to 
others. It doesn't matter one bit whether we compare ourselves to other Christians or unbelievers, we are all 
equally sinners in God's eyes. The only person the Christian should ever compare themselves to is Jesus Christ. 
And the person who does this will be in a perpetual state of humility in the awesome shadow of Christ's 
perfection. 

And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted 
by the flesh. 
Jude 1:23 (KJV) I 

Some people say that to acknowledge we are still sinners is an attempt to deflect our responsibility for them, in 
effect shrugging our shoulders at sin as if we have no control over it. They say they are not sinners because to 
admit that they still are puts them in a place of humility before God, and they do not want to be humble. They 
would rather deny that they are sinners than admit the truth, because once you do you have to deal with it. 

Our attitude towards sin must be one of utter intolerance, which means we must constantly examine of our 
garments for the slightest spot of flesh. And when we find one we must once again appear before the mercy seat 
for Christ to cleanse our garments, for we cannot do it ourselves. If we could we wouldn't need Him 

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 

confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

1 John 1:8-9 (KJV) □ 

They want their sins washed away permanently, they believe in an all inclusive salvation experience where their 



future as well as their past sins were washed away. They want Teflon garments, not garments that can be spotted 
by the flesh. Sorry, but that's not the way it works folks. 

wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death? 
Romans 7:24 (KJV)0 

Some are under the delusion that God wants them to think well of themselves, to think that they are 'good 
people' and feel good about themselves all the time. They cannot relate to the sting of guilt that Paul is expressing 
here because they don't ever contemplate their continued propensity to sin. The goal of salvation is not to 
become a 'good person' but to become Christ- like. The only good in any of us is Jesus Christ. This is the thing 
Paul bemoans, this continuous struggle with our flesh. The deep yearning to be Christ- like yet the awful 
realization that we will never be perfected on this earth. If we do not feel this sting of unworthiness that Paul 
expresses, we are not struggling with our inherent sin nature and not where we should be with God. 

Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou art made 
whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee. 
John 5:14 (KJV) □ 

When we sincerely confessed our sins to God as part of our salvation, Christ's sacrifice wiped the slate clean 
retroactively. What changed in us when we repented was not our ability or propensity to sin, but our attitude and 
power over it. When we become new creatures in Christ He changes our hearts, we no longer desire to sin the 
way we once did. But we continue to be tempted by sin as long as we inhabit these moral bodies. 

There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, 
who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the 
temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. 

1 Corinthians 10:13 (KJV) O 

What changes is a struggle begins. A war has started, a war in the spirit world. (Ephesians 6:12 O) Are you 
struggling with sin? Good! We are all tempted to sin, but thru Christ we not only have the strength to resist it, but 
a mediator with God when we do stumble. We are wretched creatures indeed, yet God in His mercy and grace 
still loved us so much that He gave His only son for us! If that reality doesn't humble you, nothing will 

But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I 
have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. 
1 Corinthians 9:27 (KJV) © 

We must examine ourselves constantly, our thoughts and intentions. It is painful to look at ourselves as we are, 
sinners being saved from just punishment by an unselfish act of pure grace. Innocent blood was shed for us! We 
are all as guilty as that thief that hung next to Jesus, there is nothing 'feel good' about that. We do not win this 
victory over the flesh until our dying day, so the Christian that claims he has no sin has deceived himself We must 
fight the good fight. Our natural inclination is to sweep our sins under the rug. We must fight to change that, we 
must own up to our sin nature and lay every ugly thing about ourselves at the foot of the cross. Once we do that 
Jesus will bind every wound with that balm of Gilead as did the good Samaritan. 

For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin. For that which I 
do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I. If then I do that 



which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good. Now then it is no more I that 
do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 
Romans 7:14-17 (KJV) O 

When we have the right attitude towards sin it changes our attitude towards everyone else, and most importantly, 
God. For a Christian to look upon an unbeliever or any other person with contempt is the epitome of hypocrisy. 
Sin is sin in God's eyes, without the covering of Jesus' sacrifice on the cross we are no better than the most vile 
of sinners. Once this concept is taken to heart we can see our fellow men with the same compassion as Christ. 



